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moves. The latter are the more important, because they
gave rise to the Morocco Crisis of 1905, and led to the
intimate naval and military "conversations" between France
and England, which are of the highest significance in the
development of the system of secret alliances*
At a dinner given in his honor at the German Embassy,
and again a few days later, on March 23, 1904, M. Delcasse
mentioned informally to Prince Radolin the negotiations
for the Anglo-French Agreement which was about to be
signed on April 8. Delcasse indicated the regions it would
deal with—Newfoundland, Egypt, Morocco, Sokoto, and
Siam. As to Morocco, he repeated that "he wished above
all else to maintain the status quo as long as possible."
But he said that the weakness of the Sultan's government
endangered commerce in Morocco, and that France felt it
desirable to strengthen the Sultan's position and end the
anarchy, "France does not wish to have any special in-
terests in Morocco/' he said, "but it is her task, in the inter-
est of all nations carrying on trade, to put an end as far
as possible to the anarchy in this neighboring state."131
This was the first definite knowledge which Bulow received
of the impending Anglo-French Agreement, Aside from
this informal notification and the fact that the Public Arti-
cles were soon printed in the newspapers, Germany was not
officially notified of the text, nor formally consulted by
France about this agreement, which threatened seriously to
interfere with Gorman commercial rights and political in-
terests in Morocco. Biilow felt that Germany had been
slighted, and that her prestige as well as her material inter-
ests had been injured. To be sure, he at once instructed
the German newspapers to accept the news, without irrita-
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